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In compliance with Paragraph 8.h., NSC 5-404/1, "Seek to persuade the UK and * 01 
France to adopt the U.S. policy on Berlin.. «" and in accordance with the Secretary' U\. 
authorization to proceed as indicated on memorandum of April 22, 1955 from 
Mr* Merchant to the Secretary, "US Policy on Berlin", I invited Mr. Leishman fran < 
the British Etaba3sy to call* I told him that we have been giving some thought to f*~ 
the situation which has arisen in Berlin as a result of the imposition of excessive \ 
tolls on the Autobahn* 

I mentioned that while a meeting has now been arranged by the three Allied 
High Commissioners and the Soviet High Commissioner, Pushkin, to take place on 
May 20, we thought it advisable to look beyond this meeting in the event that the 
situation was not settled there. We feel that if we are not able to obtain some 
indication of the Soviet position in this meeting, the situation might deteriorate 
and we might in time find our Autobahn access to Berlin cut off. This in turn 
might lead to cutting off all rail and canal access and in due course we might 
find ourselves, although it seems a remote possibility in view of the over-all 
situation, again in a blockade. I explained that we believe that the reimposition 
by the USSR of a blockade or severe harassment measures to Berlin at this time woulc 
be a deliberate challenge to the Western Powers* position in Berlin, and that the 
prestige of all three of us was very definitely Involved. I continuadjfehat if the 
Soviets continue their harassing measures to restrict access to Berlin we felt it 
important to demonstrate our firm intention to maintain our position in Berlin* 
Eventually we might even find it necessary, in agreement with the British and the 

French, to use limited military force to the extent necessary to determine the 

Soviets 1 intention and to demonstrate our refusal voluntarily to relinquish our *"*^v 
right of access to Berlin* Therefore, we thought we should consider what we shouldC/5 .^ 
do under such possible extreme circumstances. For this reason we considered it CJ }* 
would be useful to have the views of the British and the French Governments, - and Sb\ 
I was requesting Mr. Leishman to piitp^djs matter up to his Government. Later, if £h ( * 
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1*2"' JJf**? ^T ? the J Britlah and the French Governments coincide with ours, 

a^sa£e for S tf "" & .l 9Ur f n ° d attitude in Ber1 ^ « "° uld P r <*ably ba ' ' 

2SJ?? ^ ff aasadors * as w»H as the Allied Military Comaandera in 

5 HSonT^ 7 Commandants in Berlin, to work out some common plan 

adviaSie^^ sn^l^ 116 an ? r8tood our P osit i^ and he alao thought it was 

rss r r^^.'is^rsLssa isir find ourselves 8cr ™ 

.a h af anf £&?££ 3 ZSaT* ^^ ""* ** GermaDS "* ™ " hether 
In regard to (a) I atated that while the three Ambassadora had of courae ba«n 

Stoba^na^dtf nV^ F* ^T " d B " Ua <****>£& the T^onTf 
SmiSS ,~^/ ^ ^^ He 8h0Uld g0 into tho Particular question of the 

lri?lsn ^ ^1nc^ ital7 ^^ ^ ™ ^ Clarl * led "» °™ «***« ** the 

fnm.^T 81, *° (b) F 8aid that when wo ^tioned the possible use of military 

ft ^e^LS 3 ta t T 5 Sr t b S? d fi6ld iDdeed and TO djUto,t ^ Particular a^s^ons 
atthemo.aent but that this was a matter which perhaps would best be deciold by the, 

Sm™^oh?m m f d \ Clear ' howaver * to Mr. Leishman that in our opinion our first 

?e?ZF£ Si ^vfJ^*^ f^ 7 lin08 ' *° lm °™ 80rt <* P robln « action to * 
aee now lar the Soviets intended to go in this question. 
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